
Minutes from meeting of May 28 
Meeting held May 28, 2019 at the Salvation Army Offices, Dundas.


Present: Jeanne Norris, Scott Munro, Carol Moffatt, David Moffatt, Bob James, Tim Leslie, Jim 
Sweetman, Margot Carnahan.


Regrets: Abby Murray Wark 

Bob began by suggesting the agenda for tonight might be to assess where we are so far and 
where we are headed. Jeanne and Carol were thanked for the information they had sent out on 
planning, from the City of Hamilton and the City of Burlington.


The agenda was discussed. We agreed that one of the items would be working on ideas for 
presentation to the round table. We also liked James Jennings’ idea of a campaign and wanted 
to work more on that. Carol noted that the City of Hamilton had declared a climate emergency 
for the city, and wondered what that might mean? She also suggested some reading, and said 
she would send out the links to the articles suggested.


Dave suggested that it seems planning departments and developers are working to maximize, 
rather than optimize. Scott suggested we are generally in favour of intensification, but the 
question is how to do this? We need to grow, but stay within the carrying capacity of the 
environment.


It was pointed out that we are still under the old by-laws of the Town of Dundas. They have not 
yet been “harmonized” with the City of Hamilton. That is actually better, because the by-laws 
are more restrictive than are Hamilton’s, at this time.


Several examples were given of the sloppiness of the developers in submitting their 
applications: there are mistakes, omissions, fudges, and so on.


We talked about whether there was a “Dundas Look”. We value the ability to go easily from 
high development fo natural areas from almost anywhere in town. And we appreciate when 
new development looks similar to what is there, but not the same. Public buildings (town hall, 
library, post office) are stand-alone buildings with a different visual impact. It was also pointed 
out that height matters.


We then talked about the actual area we want to include, and agreed on a few things. We want 
to include all of the old Town, up to escarpment, and out to the Conservation lands on Highway 
99. As well as University Gardens, the developments in Pleasant Valley, Sherwood Forest. We 
liked the idea of using different yardsticks to talk about the downtown commercial area, and 
the residential areas. We will get large-sized maps of Dundas so we can begin to look at the big 
picture. Our thoughts were to have overlays on top of the original maps with things like flood 
plains, transit routes (walking, cycling, bus), natural areas). Jeanne suggested looking at the 
Dundas by-laws before the next meeting, with particular emphasis on the maps included. 
These are available on the City of Hamilton website.


We understand that the Secondary Plan is not the answer to maintaining Dundas as we might 
want. But it is a necessary first step. So it is necessary, but not sufficient.


Finally, we talked about “Core Values”: those which we wanted to underscore any planning for 
the Secondary Plan. We are looking at a resilient, sustainable community. We recognize and 



want recognized that Dundas is a “unique place within Hamilton” because of its geography and 
topography.


Tim and Bob will work on a presentation to introduce our part of the DW round table. There will 
be some questions of the group, which Tim will provide.


Our next meeting is now scheduled for July 16 at 7 PM.
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